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Okinawan children try on fire-fighting suits at the Camp Foster Fire
Station during a workplace tour for friends and families of Japanese base

employees Nov. 23. (See story on page 6)
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DFAA strives to bolster
‘triangle of trust’
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Iwao Kitahara
General Director, Japan Defense Facilities Administration Agency

Happy New Year to the Marines and U. S. service members and fami-
lies stationed on Okinawa, who welcomed the dawn of the year 2006 on
this beautiful island, away from home.

The Japan-U. S. Security alliance is essential for our
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nations’ security. It also plays a critical role for peace
and stability in eastern Asia. I would like to extend my
sincere respect to all Marines, who train to fulfill their
demanding duties day and night, as well as their families,
who support the Marines.

To the people of Okinawa, let me begin by saying, “Ii
Shogachi Deebiru (Happy New Year).”

It is anticipated that matters concerning Okinawa,
both domestically and internationally, will continue to
be very difficult in the coming year. However, Okinawan
spirit is best exemplified in times like these. I send my
utmost support from the bottom of my heart.

The New Year’s tida (sun) is blessing Okinawa Area
Coordinator Lt. Gen. Weber and the 50,000 people be-
longing to the U. S. military on Okinawa, as well as the
people of Okinawa and their leader, Governor Inamine.
We are all different and all good. The blessings embrace
cach individual who prays for peace and happiness equally and endlessly
like sunshine. I wish that all of your precious lives flourish, just like the
flowers on Okinawa that blossom vigorously throughout the year. That is
Okinawa to me.

Meanwhile, Okinawa also has a long history of ups and downs with is-
sues associated with the heavy burden of the base presence. We, the 3,100
employees of the Defense Facilities Administration Agency, including
those of Naha Defense Facilities Administration Bureau, work hard to
solve or improve base issues while trying our best to feel each base-related
issue in each local community as much as possible. We will continue to
make efforts to further strengthen the “triangle of trust” which we have
established with the members of U. S. military and the people of Okinawa.

Last year, on October 29, an agreement concerning the reformation of
the U. S. military in Japan was approved by the Japan-U. S. Security Con-
sultative Committee (SCC) held in Washington D. C. The key element in
the agreement was maintaining the deterrence while reducing the burden.
As we strive to expedite the discussion between the two countries, we will
continue to make our ultimate effort to provide the people of Okinawa
with a detailed explanation and better understanding of various policies,
specifically those concerning the relocation of Marine Corps Air Station
Futenma and the transfer of approximately 7,000 Marines from Okinawa.

Our only wish is that members of the U. S. military on Okinawa and
the people of Okinawa feel really close to each other in the true sense of

“good neighbors.”

lwao Kitahara
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Director Yamauchi, OIHF,
extends new year’s greetings
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Akira Yamauchi
Director, Okinawa Prefecture International Exchange Human
Resource Development Foundation

A Happy New Year to the people of Okinawa, U. S. service members,
civilians and their families on Okinawa, and readers of Okina Wa.1 hope
that everyone welcomed the new year in their own cultural style.

Japanese call the first day of January Gantan or Os-
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hogatsu. For Japanese, New Years is very signiﬁcant in
that it represents an opportunity for new beginnings.
As such, I wish a happy new year to all of you from the
bottom of my heart.

We have entered into the year 2006, with six years
having quickly passed since the millennium year. My
relationship with the Marine Corps and other U. S.
services on Okinawa began six years ago, when I served
as director of the Okinawa Prefectural Board of Edu-
cation. As you may know, the Japanese public school
system does not require elementary schools to teach
English. Therefore, no English conversation classes were
provided before. However, six years ago, the Okinawa
Prefectural Government, the U. S. military on Oki-
nawa, the U. S. consulate and the Japanese Ministry
of Foreign Affairs decided that service members could
provide American volunteers to assist English education
at elementary schools. The program was introduced at 10 schools within
the district of Nakagami (central Okinawa) Educational Office and three
within Kunigami (northern) Educational Office. When it started, some
confusion was experienced at schools. However, the program has been en-
riched, thanks to devoted volunteers and community relations specialists
from the bases as well as diligent efforts made by the schools.

As a result, the program has drawn positive feedback such as “children
look forward to the English conversation class,” “students actively engage
in conversations with volunteers,” and “teachers became more ingenious
in preparing lessons.” At the schools where the program is in place, one
can see children sparkling in classes which are taught all in English by
American volunteers teaching side by side with Japanese teachers. The
program has also been credited with bringing a feeling of international-
ism to the schools through the direct contact between volunteers and
students. Last year alone, more than 600 volunteers participated in the
program, and I deeply appreciate their spirit, concern for individuals, and
their cooperation.

The Okinawa Prefectural International Exchange and Human Resource
Development, at which I currently serve, also has a close relationship with
the U. S. military, aiding students who wish to study at American colleges
and universities on base. A total of 910 people have studied at universities
on base over the past 18 years. The graduates have become successful in and
outside Okinawa, networking a big circle just like Okina Wa.

It is tremendously important on Okinawa that people think globally
and act locally. If people who live here put their hearts into one, then har-
mony will be generated. It is my hope that people will treasure harmony
in human relationships while leading a happy and content life, all the
while looking toward the future.

I wish you a good year with abundant happiness from the bottom of
my heart.

Akira Yamauchi
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Camp Kinser’s contributions

help Nakanishi Elementary FoS e x

School win big
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Story and photos by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

Volunteering to teach English at an
Okinawan school is a rewarding experience
for many service members. While making
their contribution to a school, Marines and
sailors learn about Japanese culture through
their interaction with Okinawan teachers
and students.

Over the years, service members from
Camp Kinser and teachers and students
of Urasoe City’s Nakanishi Elementary
School have enjoyed a close working rela-
tionship, sharing English classes, recess, and
annual school events.

Recently, news that Nakanishi won the
Baba Award, a prestigious national award
given by the Japan Educational Exchange-
Baba Foundation to schools that maintain
outstanding programs in the field of educa-
tion for international understanding, let
Camp Kinser’s volunteers know that their
contribution was worth their time and sac-
rifice.

Nakanishi Elementary became the first
clementary school on Okinawa to receive
the award, which was presented at a cer-
emony in Tokyo Oct 21.

“It’s a great honor and very rewarding
to receive such a prestigious award,” said
Hiromitsu Ikeda, principal, Nakanishi
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Elementary School. “It gives teachers and
students a great sense of accomplishment
and further motivation for the future.”

Tkeda said that Camp Kinser’s contribu-
tions to the success of the school’s program
was tremendous, enabling teachers to
implement their plan into a very effective
program.

“Having steady support from Kinser volunteers helped with our program
significantly,” said Ikeda. “Students were able to have regular intercultural ex-
periences while learning English in a quite effective way through interaction
with the volunteers.”

More than 330 Kinser service members have volunteered since May 2002,
assisting Nakanishi teachers in teaching English twice every month, accord-
ing to Camp Kinser Community Relations Specialist Ichino Kuba.

According to Tkeda, after a year of Kinser volunteers participating regular-
ly in the school’s English education program, the Okinawa Prefecture Board
of Education designated Nakanishi Elementary School as a “pilot school” in
2003. This status allowed the school to develop and refine its international
understanding education program.

The theme for Nakanishi’s three-year-program was practical communica-
tion ability through English education.

According to Asako Wilkinson, a 3rd grade teacher at the school, students
first developed their identity by studying local culture. Once they understood
their local culture, the students moved on to the study of outside cultures.

Nakanishi Elementary School third-graders measure Lance
Cpl. Louis Burke, from Camp Kinser, during an English class
Nov. 18. Teachers and parents from throughout Okinawa
came to observe the class.
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For Nakanishi elementary school, Camp
Kinser is part of their local culture, giving the
students a unique opportunity to learn about
a foreign culture while studying their own, ac-
cording to Wilkinson.

On Nov. 18, Nakanishi sought to share their
ideas by hosting a conference for elementary
school teachers from throughout Okinawa. As
part of that conference, English teachers and
parents came to together observe a third-grade
class taught by four Camp Kinser service mem-
bers side-by-side with a Japanese teacher. The
three Marines and a sailor read, sang and played
English-language games with the students.

“They always try to teach the students well
and always do an excellent job,” said Kitomi Un-
ten, a 3rd grade teacher at Nakanishi. “We have
a good relationship with Camp Kinser, sharing
classes and school events like Sports Day with
service members.”

“The students at Nakanishi are very fun and
smart,” said Lance Cpl. Louls E. Burke, 3" Ma-
terial Readiness Battalion, 3" Marine Logistics
Group, who volunteered for the fifth time on
Nov. 18. “The teachers are also great, always re-
ally appreciating your coming over and making
sure everything is okay for you and the kids.”

“It feels really good knowing my volunteer-
ing could help them receive national recognition,” said Burke. “They truly
deserve this award.”

“We were pleased to hear Nakanishi Elementary School received the na-
tionally prestigious Baba award,” said Col. Paul E. Greenwood, commander,
Camp Kinser.

“The service men and women who volunteered to work with the students
from Nakanishi Elementary School are proud of the school’s accomplish-
ments and look forward to working with the students in the future.”

Pfc. Jon McNulty, from Camp Kinser, reads to third grade students at Nakanishi Elementary School Nov. 18.
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Lt Norbert Karava, chaplain, Camp Klnser talks to a group of third-graders during an English class
at Nakanishi Elementary School Nov. 18.
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Okinawan children get glimpse ;

of parents’ workplace on base
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Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

More than 70 friends and family members of Japanese base employees, including
50 children, ages 3 to 18, got a glimpse of some of the jobs done by base workers dur-
ing a half-day tour of Camp Foster on Kmrokansha no Hi, or Labor Thanksgiving
Day, a Japanese national holiday observed Nov. 23",

The tour, hosted by the Okinawa
Garrison Forces Labor Union, sought to
give family members a firsthand look at
some of the workplaces and teach them
about the bases, according to Satoru
Higa, chairman, OGFLU, which con-
sists of 320 members who work on bases
throughout Okinawa.

“We wanted to show the partici-
pants, especially the children, how much
responsibility their parents bear at work
and how committed they are to their
jobs in supporting the base,” said Higa.
“We also hope that our children will
become adults who appreciate the base
existence here not just because of the
jobs they provide but also because of
their contribution to the world peace.”

“Originally, the tour was planned
for children only,” said OGFLU Vice
Chairman Takeo Taira. “However,
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families and friends also showed a strong
interest, which turned it into a big fam-
ily event.”

Firefighter Hitoshi Morikone helps Shinnosuke Iha hold a hose nozzle at
the Camp Foster Fire Station during the workplace tour for friends and
families of Japanese base employees Nov. 23.
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The tour began at the Camp Foster
Fire Station, where four Japanese fire-
fighters showed the group around the
station building and explained the department’s mission, daily duties and equipment.
A static display that included fire-fighting suits, a thermal scope, fire truck and am-
bulance allowed children to touch and feel what it is like to be a firefighter.

Shinnosuke Iha, 7, who participated in the tour with his parents and two siblings,
laid his hands on every piece of gear and equipment showcased during the tour.

“Wow, this is so heavy,” said Shinnosuke, holding a hose nozzle. While trying to
to aim the nozzle like a water gun, Shinnosuke shouted, “It’s so cool-looking, and you
can shoot water with it.”

Shinnosuke’s mother, Yuko, said that his father took the morning off from work
to be in the tour with his family. “My husband often talks to us about base and his
work,” said Yuko. “Kids at our son’s age are so curious about everything. I'm glad we
had this opportunity today to show him the base where his father works.”

The group also stopped at the Facility Engineering Department.

Tadashi Fusatogawa and several coworkers from the Electric Maintenance Shop
welcomed the tour group, in which Fusatogawa’s 15-year-old son Takumi partici-
pated, along with his wife, Hatsumi.

“It made me happy when he said he wanted to come see my work,” said Fusatoga-
wa. “I really appreciate that the union came up with the idea,” he continued. “It’s im-
portant to me to have my family see and understand what I do for a living.” Fusatogawa
said he appreciated very much that his boss invited the group to the shop and gave them
awarm welcome and briefing,

Vice Chair Taira said the union is hoping to plan smaller tours, highlighting a
wider range of workplaces on different bases for Okinawan children.

“What they saw today is just a fraction of what we do here on base,” said Junko
Taira, who works as an employment specialist on Camp Foster and participated in
the tour with her son. The Marine Corps on Okinawa employs more than 4,100 em-
ployees, offering about 300 types of occupations, she added. “Tours such as this are a
great way to give children a small glimpse of their parents’ profession.”
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Takanori Takahara, cook foreman, explains the Cook Chill's package labeling to AEON group
employees and CEOs during their visit to the facility tour on Camp Kinser Dec. 1.
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AEON representatives tour Cook Chill

Story and photo by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

Since its opening in 1999, Camp Kinser’s
Cook Chill has been providing food for tens of
thousands of service members who live and work
on Marine Corps bases on Okinawa.

Approximately 90 recipes for hot and chilled
items can be prepared at the facility, supplying
about 60 percent of the needs for Marine Corps
messhalls on Okinawa, according to Cook Chill
Production Officer and Chef Joel Kursman. Food
is prepared, cooked, packaged, and stored with a
shelf life of 25 days.

The key parts of the facility are its Hazard
Analysis Critical Control Point (HACCP) food
processing evaluation system and its state-of-
the art equipment, both of which are a frequent
drawing point for Japanese groups from around
the country. Visiting groups usually consist of
professionals in the food processing and produc-
tion business, as well as local politicians working
in the field of health care and control. In fact, since
it opened in 1999, the facility has provided nearly
monthly tours, according to Kursman.

The most recent group of Japanese visitors was
from the AEON group, Japan’s leading retailer and
conglomerate enterprise, who visited Dec 1. The
AEON group mainly consists of Japan’s leading
general retailing companies, including JUSCO,
which runs more than 330 stores in Japan and
overseas.

Sonoko Gibu, manager, Customer Service
Department, Ryukyu JUSCO, said that JUSCO
asked to tour the facility after learning that the

Cook Chill facility employs the HACCP system.

“Those who toured theCook Chill consisted
of AEON’s HACCP research team for Kyushu
and Okinawa, many of whom work as sanitary
supervisors at JUSCO stores on Okinawa,” Gibu
explained.

The group toured Cook Chill’s three main ar-
eas, the produce, meat and tumbler sections, where
food processing times and temperatures are fully
controlled in accordance with HACCP standards.

During the tour, the group listened to the
guides and the Japanese representative of each
section explain their equipment and procedures.
Some took notes and pictures, while others asked
questions.

After the tour, the group asked Kursman sever-
al questions about the meat thawing process, regu-
lations, and health management for employees.

“It was a great opportunity for us to study first-
hand how HACCP works in an advanced facility,”
said Kenzo Kurimoto, president, Ryukyu JUSCO.
“What we saw and learned today will help us es-
tablish our own system within the group. We are
grateful to the Marine Corps and facility managers
for the thorough tour of this wonderful facility
and the Q&A session afterwards.”

Hiroyuki Nakahiro, president, Quality Con-
trol Center Company, which oversees total quality
management for the AEON group, said that he
was touched by Marine Corps’ willingness to open
the door to a private business.
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3 From the OkiMar

I

III MEF service members
relieve suffering in Pakistan

\:l-_‘./ 2

o 3 ek E I
IRF AR Y DFG B SR

Story and photos by Lance Cpl. Scott M. Biscuiti

Editor’s note: OkiMar is short for Okinawa Marine, which
is a weekly English newspaper published by the Marine Corps’
Consolidated Public Affairs Office on Okinawa. Starting in this
edition of Okina Wa, we will introduce stories that were fea-
tured in the OkiMar along with a Japanese translation. The Oki-
Mar can also be viewed online at http://www.okinawa.usmc.
mil/PDFs/OkinawaMarine.html.

Since Nov 15, more than 200 Okinawa-based Marines and sailors with
Combined Medical Relief Team-3, deployed to the northern Pakistan city
of Shinkiari, have been providing medical treatment and humanitarian
aid to those affected by the massive
Oct. 8 carthquake.

The field medical facility in
which they work, where approxi-
mately 200 patients are treated
daily, was constructed by the ser-
vice members within six hours, ac-
cording to CMRT-3 Public Affairs
Officer Capt. Danny Chung. Many
of the medical and support staff are
experienced, having participated in
the humanitarian relief effort pro-
vided to Indonesia and Sri Lanka
after the tsunami in Dec. 2004.

The field hospital has a triage
area staffed by family practitioners
and medical officers, according to
Navy Cmdr. Tom Davis, chief of
professional services and trauma
surgeon. Other capabilities include
emergency care, acute care, inten-
sive care, a laboratory, a pharmacy,

Navy seaman Timothy P. Granger holds a three-year-old Pakistani boy during a
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x-ray capabilities, dental care, a pre-
operation and post-operation unit
and a 60-bed ward.

We've been treating many in-
juries, including chronic wounds,
fractures and skin tumors,” said

medevac Nov. 19 in Shinkiari, Pakistan. Granger is a hospital corpsman with 3rd
Medical Battalion, 3rd Marine Logistics Group, Ill Marine Expeditionary Force.
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Navy Cmdr. Joseph Taddeo, a general surgeon with 3rd Medical Battal-
ion, III MEF. “Spirits are high and people are psyched to be here helping.”

Despite bitter cold weather, the camp’s limited resources, and a no-
liberty policy, Marines keep their morale high by focusing on helping
patients and participating in a variety of activities within the camp, in-
cluding dancing, sports tournaments, movie-nights, and physical training.
They also held a field meet with the Pakistani military on Jan 1.

“Personally, it’s very challenging to be away from the luxuries we take
advantage of daily and seeing the hardship that people (in Pakistan) en-
dure,” said Pfc. Christian J. Elomina, a data clerk with 3rd Med. Bn. and
native of Guam. “But it’s important to be here doing what we need to do.
We are people also and we want to help.”
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Navy Cmdr. Joseph Taddeo de-brides the arm of a three-year-old Pakistani boy Nov. 20 in Shinkiari, Pakistan. The boy suffered second-degree burns
on most of his left arm and was brought to the field hospital for treatment. His sister (right) held him during the entire process. Taddeo is a general
surgeon with U.S. Naval Hospital Yokosuka, Japan, currently assigned to Combined Medical Relief Team-3 in Pakistan.
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Tranlsators give

gift of speech

Privates First Class Rayyan Mehdi and Babar Nacem
Bhatti are not corpsmen, but they possess the one thing
crucial to accomplishing the humanitarian mission in
Pakistan: the ability to speak both Urdu, a primary lan-
guage of theareaand English. Consequently, they provide
the essential lifeline between doctor and patient.

Mehdi, 19, a supply administration clerk with Mate-
riel Readiness Battalion, 3rd MLG, was born in Karachi,
Pakistan, and moved with his family to Los Angeles
when he was 12 yearsold.

Bhatti, also 19, was born in Kharian City, Pakistan,
and moved to Queens, New York, when he was six years
old. Bhatti is an administration clerk with Headquarters
and Service Battalion, 3rd MLG.

Comingto Pakistan was something that the Marines
desperately wanted to do the effort since hearing about
the devastatingearthquake.
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Pfc. Babar Naeem Bhatti (center) and Pfc. Rayyan
Mehdi (right) talk to a member of the Pakistani
military Dec. 6 in Shinkiari, Pakistan. The Pakistan-
born Marines requested to go to Pakistan to assist
in the humanitarian aid effort as translators.
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kemashite Omedeto Gozaimasu to the read-

rs of Okina Wa! For the Marines and

sailors of III MEF, the new year will bring new chal-

lenges as we continue to do our part to secure peace,

stability, and prosperity in Japan and throughout the
Asia Pacific region.

We currently have Marines and sailors de-
ployed to Pakistan supporting the earthquake
victims. This follows last year’s relief effort to
aid victims of flooding in the Philippines and a
holiday deployment to aid and assist with tsu-
nami relief in Indonesia, Sri Lanka, the Mal-
dives and Thailand. During 2005, III MEF also
supported more than seventy combined and
joint exercises, many with our fellow service
members in the Japanese Self Defense Forces.

As always, we will continue to look for
opportunities to strengthen the unique and
special relationship between Marines, sailors
and the Okinawan people. We have a tradition
of involvement with the local community that
grows cach year by reaching out to our Oki-
nawan hosts with the goal of becoming part of
their community and inviting them to become
part of ours. As we enter into the year of the
dog, I look forward to continuing to develop
our mutual understanding and friendship.

On behalf of all the Marines and Sailors of
III MEF, I wish you a prosperous new year filled
with great joy, peace, and happiness.

Happy New Year from our Marines
and sailors to our Okinawan friends.
During 2005, many of us deployed from Oki-
nawa and, as always, looked forward to com-
ing “home.” We greatly value our Okinawan
friends and deep community ties and in the
coming year resolve to continue strengthening
our strong relationship. From Camp Kinser to
Camp Schwab, and everywhere in between, we
wish all our neighbors a happy and prosperous
2006.
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I l appy New Year!I deeply appreciate

everyone’s support in last year’s general
clection, which helped me successfully step into
the national political arena.

As we start the year 2006, I'd like to reflect
on my mission and roles as an Okinawa-select
national representative, looking not only at
what needs to be done for the present, but also
the future while at the same time reflecting on
the past.

As I welcome the New Year, I renew my
pledge that I, as a congressman, will make my
best efforts to create hopes by strengthening the
tie between Japan and the United States. Simi-
larly, I will look to spread the friendship existing
between Okinawa and America into all of Asia,
making the future bright as one big circle. T look
forward to a good working relationship with
you.

ith much respect, I wish you a
Happy New Year.

I'd like to express my appreciation to the Ma-
rines and sailors on Okinawa, not only for their
contribution to our nation’s security and peace
and stability in the Far East, but also for their
active participation in many areas in the local
community. Your participation in a variety of
cultural, musical and sporting events, as well as
providing beautification efforts at local nursing
homes and beaches, aiding English education,
and providing medical internship training at the
U. S. Naval Hospital, are very much appreciated.
I'd like to ask you to continue your contribu-
tions to the local community and further your
cooperation in developing a peaceful and safe
community for the people of Okinawa.

I hope that this year brings peace and much
happiness to the people of Okinawa, the U. S.
community on Okinawa and everyone in the
world.
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I

wish all of our Okinawan friends a

joyful and prosperous new year. As we
move into 2006, the service members and civil-
ians of Marine Corps Base Camp Butler look
forward to the opportunity to continue to be
active members of the communities in which
they live and work.

Whether it’s teaching English in a local
school or participating in one of the many local
colorful festivals, the opportunity to share in
the unique culture here makes a tour on Oki-
nawa absolutely delightful.

Throughout the coming year, we also look
forward to inviting you onto our bases for our
festivals and other activities. It’s through this
sharing of fun and friendship, as well as a coop-
erative working relationship, that we are able to
tackle common problems. We strive to continue
to develop the respect and trust between us.

On behalf of everyone at Marine Corps
Base Camp Butler, best wishes for a healthy and
happy new year.

he Marines, sailors, civilians and

family members of 1st Marine Aircraft
Wing join me in wishing you a healthy, happy,
and prosperous new year!

Over the past twelve months, the military
has operated throughout the Pacific region
to save lives and mitigate suffering following
Typhoon Nanmodol and the tsunamis of De-
cember 2004. No less important are those who
have deployed throughout the Pacific region in
support of exercises, theater security coopera-
tion and conventional deterrence. The presence
of USMC forces here contributes to the secu-
rity of Okinawa and Japan and has served as a
guarantor of peace and prosperity throughout
the Asia-Pacific region for the past sixty years.

The New Year holiday observance provides
us an opportunity to reflect on our legacy and
to rededicate ourselves to our core values of
honor, courage, and commitment as we strive
to be good neighbors and trustworthy ambas-
sadors of the United States. Semper Fidelis.
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anticipate the year 2006 will be a very
difficult one for Okinawa. However, the
people of Okinawa must apply all the knowl-
edge and wisdom they have to resolving various
issues. Japan has been maintaining peace for
60 years. I consider the power of culture, which
generates human interaction through activities
such as sports, music and performing arts, as
well as military power, to be the foundation for
peacekeeping. Okinawa possesses the two key
clements of cultural and military power.
Considering the security situation sur-
rounding Japan at the beginning of the 21*
century, there are some unresolved issues con-
cerning neighboring countries. They include
Russia and disputed territories, North Korea
and abductions and nuclear related matters,
and China and political issues. Those issues
prevent Japan from forming an alliance with
those three countries as it has with the U. S.
For the time being, the U. S.- Japan alliance
must be the key to our nation’s security, includ-
ing counter-terrorism measures and disaster
relief, while bringing India and other countries
within ASEAN (Association of Southeast

would like to personally wish a Happy

New Year to our Okinawan friends, as
well as the Marines and sailors of the 3d Marine Di-
vision. Aswe begin the New Year, one of our main
goals is to look for opportunities to professionally
represent ourselves in the local communities here in
Okinawa.

As the ground combat force of II MEF, we work
hard to increase our professional capabilities so that
when called to serve, we are well prepared to meet all
challenges, from humanitarian assistance to combat.
At the same, time we want to actively participate in
base-sponsored community events, sporting events,
and other community activities. Through these
interactions, we hope to build upon the friendships
we have already established and to demonstrate how
important it is to us to be active members of the
communities in which we live and work. You are
our most valued friend here on the Pacific Rim and
we want to foster that relationship.

I wish everyone across the island a prosperous

New Year filled with great joy and happiness.

Asian Nations) into view.
I hope to make the coming year a good one.
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Brigadier Gen. Mastin M. Robeson assumed
command of the 3rd Marine Division from Brig.
Gen. Christian B. Cowdrey January 11.
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Young Japanese soldiers,
Marines expand friendship
through sports day

A RE L HE#E KA,
AR—Y M CRIGINT %

Story and photo by Cpl. Martin R. Harris

The United States’ 32nd president, Franklin D. Roosevelt, once said, “We
cannot always build the future for our youth, but we can build our youth
for the future.”

The future is exactly what the sol-
diers of the 1st Combined Group, Japan
Ground Self Defense Force, had in mind
when they invited Marines from III Ma-
rine Expeditionary Force to Camp Naha
for a day of sportsmanship Nov. 15.

“The JGSDF officers and sergeants
major have a great relationship with the
Marine officers and sergeants major, but
our young soldiers and Marines never get
the opportunity to interact,” said Sgt.
Maj. Hideki Akamatsu, JGSDF liaison
to IIT MEF. “I¢’s very important for the
young soldiers and Marines to start a
good relationship at a young age. Hope-
fully, when this generation becomes
sergeants major, they will be even more
familiar with each other and are true
friends.”

The 110 Marines, representing nearly
all units of III MEF, participated in sev-
eral different sports with approximately
75 Japanese soldiers from six different
camps throughout the island.

Before the activities began, the sol-
diers and Marines were reminded by the
Sergeant Major of the Marine Corps,
who was visiting Okinawa at the time,
why their friendship will be important in
the future.

“Keeping the friendship between our
countries strong will help us to ensure
peace and stability in this part of the
world,” said Sgt. Maj. John L. Estrada.

After the sergeant major’s words, the
service members broke into six small
groups. Four of the groups played softball while the other two played Japa-
nese-style dodge ball, pitting Marine teams against Japanese teams.

Later, a tug of war tournament tested the strength and stamina of the
Marines and soldiers until lunch was served. Lunch consisted of hot dogs,
hamburgers and Japanese somen.

That afternoon, the soldiers and Marines competed in an egg toss and
dizzy izzy races (a race in which participants put their forehead on the tip
of a baseball bat and turn clockwise ten times before running to a pole and
coming back to the starting point).

“The dizzy izzy was by far my favorite event of the day,” said Pvt. Saman-
tha Meade, a radio operator with B Company, 7th Communication Battal-
ion, IIT MEF. “We got to really interact with the Japanese soldiers. They are
very funny, always laughing and making jokes.”

The day’s activities ended after Marines and soldiers bulged their biceps

Please see “Sports Day” on page 17

Lance Cpl. Charles P. Hodges, aviation operations specialist, Marine Wing
Headquarters Squadron 1, 1st Marine Aircraft Wing, armwrestles with Pfc.
Hiroyuki Tsunematu, 1st Combined Brigade, Japanese Ground Self Defense
Force,during the JGSDF and Marine Corps sports day on Camp Naha Nov. 15.
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Photo by Lance Cpl. C. Warren Peace
Tomotsugu Kiyuna, with the Kizuna Breakers,
performs a handstand during the Camp
Courtney Christmas Festival Dec. 11.
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Photo by Lance Cpl. C. Warren Piaace
Kizuna Breakers’ Kyle Ellington and his fellow
breakdancers perform during the Camp
Courtney Christmas Festival Dec. 11.
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Marine bonds with Okinawan ‘brothers’

Story by Kaori Tanahara, Okina Wa Editor

As a teenager, Kyle Ellington became fascinated
with break dancing and made up his mind to learn
as much as possiblc about it and then pass his
knowledge on to others.

However, when he joined the Marine Corps,
the last thing he expected to do in his off-time was
teach teens how to break dance, especially in Japan.

Since August, however, the 21-year-old Marine
has been doing just that, and he’s made some close
friends on the way.

“I just love break dancing,” said Ellington,
a combat lithographer with Headquarters and
Service Company, Headquarters Battalion, 3rd
Marine Division. “But I never could have guessed I
would be doing this in Okinawa.”

The opportunity to teach teenagers presented
itself when the community relations officer for
Camp Courtney introduced Ellington to a group
of teens who wanted to learn how to break dance.

The teens belong to the Ageda Youth Center,
where more than 80 children from the local com-
munity, ages six to 18, spend time after school and
on weekends.

According to Yasuko Kishimoto, AYC director,
the teens used to practice break dancing by them-
selves, but “rather aimlessly.” However, “the boys
are happy to finally have someone to teach them,”

she said.

The teens affectionately call Ellington by his
nickname, Makoto, which is tattooed in Kanji on
his right arm. “It means ‘sincere,” and in the states,
everybody calls me sincere,” said Ellington.

Kishimoto said Ellington has been a great men-
tor and friend to the teens as well as other children
at AYC. “Words cannot express how much I ap-
preciate his friendship with the boys as well as his
cager and sincere attitude toward all the children at
the center,” she said.

After months of preparation, Ellington’s students,
calling themselves the Kizuna Breakers, staged their
first public performance Dec. 11 at the Camp Court
ney Christmas Festival. Beforehand, Ellington, who
has performed in public numerous times, told them
not to go out and try to impress people. “T wanted
them to just go out there, have fun and show people
that they can breakdance,” he said.

Judging by the audience’s reaction, their per-
formance was perfect, Ellington said afterwards.
“I was happy to sce the teens really having fun and
showing the audience what they can do.”

“It feels nice having someone who is as good as
Makoto come and teach us,” said Tomotsugu Kiyu-
na. “I really appreciate his making time and effort to
practice with us here and at Camp Courtney’s gym,”
said the 16-year-old. “We're like brothers.”
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ello. | am a college senior living in

mainland Japan. | get to
read Okina Wa here because my
mother in Okinawa mails each
edition to me. | graduated from
Naha International High School as
an English major. | am currently
studying English literature. My
mother thinks that Okina Wa is
good for my English study and has
been sending each edition to me for
three years now. Thanks to her, I've
been able to enjoy each edition of
Okina Wa. Okina Wa includes not
only on-base event information but
also comments from many Marine
Corps commanders, which are
very educational for me. Though
Okinawa’s base issues seem to be
difficult, it is very clear to me when
reading Okina Wa that the people
of Okinawa and base residents are
taking steps closer to each other. |
wish | could go to events on base
as | often did before coming to
mainland Japan.

| am very interested in the job
of community relations specialist,

which | learned about while reading
Okina Wa. | am planning to return
to Okinawa after | finish school. |
very much want to work in a job like
that, including volunteer activities
on base. | would really appreciate
it if you could give me information
related to the job and volunteer
activities. Thank you very much.
(Mizuno Nakasone)
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ello. | went to last year’s IIMEF

Band-JGSDF 1* Combined
Brigade Band joint concert Oct. 21.
As | did the year before, | enjoyed
the amazing music very much. The
Asadoya Yunta (Salsa de Yunta)
played at the end was splendid.

By the way, does the IIl MEF
Band participate in deployments or
training? Does the band also visit
different units to perform for them?

Iwould like to see the band
perform concerts more often in U.
S. military related events. (Shigeo
Furukado, Yonabaru Town)

Editor’s note: The Il Marine
Expeditionary Force Band
participates in annual training like
all Marines and deploys to many

exercises. The band plays for both
community and military events. To
request the Il MEF Band, please see
their website at

£
LR
r—ﬁﬁ*ﬁEﬁEOHNm)wﬁ

T R At a—12k3 BLS (1 %
e /ACLS (2 ke O/ s15—
a—X] M EZB1MA29BM5128
28FTO 3 BEICHIZY, Fvo T
THARE—TiThh, ZHEE 164l
L. BRAMVA—2%mH 104
DEDRRYTIMFE>EY THREA®
EREECY-oTIEEEL -, BE
T. ZHEEHELENAHO—FEETH
BRICAHTEE Lz, O—RDIETIC
BELTIL. USNHO AISE - lREDE—
A—-F-Fa—F—X&Eh b, Z
BEEVEYVLEYIZTA)ALEFES
(AHA) @ BLS & ACLS B TEEAMRE S
NELF-, ¥BIBFEELF-O—REES
LEzABRAM U A—DRKRGEHE L
Bh, TLTEOLEEEICHoN
2= 1 —8ROEEHIZRLIS
DWEERBEEITET,

BRICAREBZEEICIL 6 A8 CGRFRBER
DAHEHRLEAERTIE20ELULE) O
AED (BENMAN KR MEENZR) MERES
ATWEY, avEa—4—ikshiz
BRHMEEIERT. EBICOLBVIIETE
DITRIETHI AR, HBFEEL
BHEDTHZEROLTEOEY O
BICEREIh O OHIEEER T,
ETAZEIZEIT TS LA
FLELLTWAERIEELS
A, SHRIIEREH-S>TIREYTY
TAl DI TELDTITALDE
EOBEMNEVTEFEL,

LML, BTHEIZIX2E&8IZESH
FTHENHE - HRSITEYET
DT, §®RHLIOTOITSLEHREL
TEHEL. USNHO d$FET BLS/ACLS
ZEBRTETOARAZEEOLTIECEK
SERLEMLET, BLWUARTRE
FEEHMRITIL, (BEEFEHEM
BREfR  RIEREAN)

hanks to the more than 10 interns

and USNH staff for teaching Basic
Life Saving and Advanced Cardio
Life Support courses at Camp Foster
from Nov 29 Through Dec 2. All 16
participants passed the mega cord
(simulated emergency response) and
written exams. USNH Commander
Capt. Peter F. O’Connor presented

BLS and ACLS certificates, which
were issued by the American Heart
Association, to all who completed the
course. | offer my utmost respect
and appreciation to the Japanese
interns, who devoted a tremendous
amount of effort to making the courses
so productive. | also thank Lt. Cmdr.
David P. Murphy for his leadership in
overseeing them.

There are six AEDs (Automated
External Defibrillation) at Naha Airport,
with more than 20 other AEDs installed
at public facilities around Okinawa.
Because an AED is a computerized
piece of medical equipment, one can
easily operate it even if he or she has
only a little training. AEDs can also
be easily maintained, and because of
that, more AEDs are getting installed
in aircraft, public buildings and
workplaces.

Now that | have the certificate,
| have more confidence that if |
encounter a situation where people
need urgent medical support, | will be
able to be more courageous and act
as a “good Samaritan.”

The certificate recommends that
skills be renewed every two years.
| would like to request the courses’
continuation and ask that the USNH
make the courses available for many
more Japanese in the future. | wish
all a Merry Christmas and a Happy
New Year! (Shigeto Abe, director,
Naha Quarantine Station, Ministry of
Health, Labor and Welfare)
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“Sports Day” continued from page 14

during an arm wrestling competi-
tion.

The Japanese soldiers enjoyed their
time with the Marines and felt it was
extremely important to build a strong
relationsﬁip on and off the battlefield.

“It was quite fun and a new experi-
ence for me today because there are
no opportunities on a regular basis for
us to play sports with foreigners,” said
Pvt. Tomolgiro Yoshida, a member of
the 1st Combined Group. “If we have
more chances to interact with each
other to strengthen our ties, we can
better work toward the same goal to
defend our countries.”
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For the second year in a row, the U. S. Marine Corps’ Toys for Tots
off-base campaign kicked off with a Ill Marine Expeditionary Force
Dixieland Band concert at JUSCO in Mihama, Chatan Town Dec. 10.

Toys for Tots is an annual Marine Corps Reserve program that
collects new toys to benefit needy children during the holiday season.The
year 2005 marked the 14th consecutive year for the program on Okinawa.

During the 10-day off-base campaign, Marines worked together with
JUSCO Department Stores in Chatan Town and Uruma City.

Over 9,000 toys collected in 2004 were distributed to needy children
in both military and Okinawan communities including orphanages, schools
for the physically and mentally handicapped, and children’s hospitals
throughout Okinawa.

Photo by Kaori Tanahara
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E-mail subscriptions to this publication are available on-line by visiting
www.okinawa.usme.mil/Okina_wa/subscribe.html and completing the on-
line subscription form. Subscribers will receive an e-mail when the
latest issue has been posted on the website. The publication can be

viewed in .PDF format on-line or downloaded off the web.

Okina Wa is an authorized publication of the United States
Marine Corps. It is published to inform Okinawan commu-
nity leaders, educators and concerned organizations and persons
about U.S. Marine Corps activities on Okinawa and in the region.

The contents of Okina Wa are not necessarily official views of, or endorsed
by, the Marine Corps, U.S. Government or Department of Defense. It is
published quarterly by the Consolidated Public Affairs Office, Marine
Corps Base Camp Butler 098-892-5111 ext. 645-9303. Okina Wa is on the

web at
www.okinawa.usmc.mil/okina_wa.btml
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